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McNarry says Education Department must be more open with schools
MLA calls for administrative rationalisation before cuts in classroom 
David McNarry MLA, the Deputy-chairman of the Assembly’s Education committee has said that the Department of Education should have prepared school principals and boards of governors for the 5% cut they have imposed on school budgets. 
“I have been warning the public for some time about the severity of the cuts likely to be imposed. Now the truth is beginning to emerge.”  
“I believe it is important for the Education Department to be a lot less secretive about what they are doing. Principals, teachers and Governors had a right to know this from an early stage so that they could better prepare for it and get their planning process on-line. There is a big difference in preparing for a 3% cut, which most had been budgeting for, and a 5% cut.”
“The severity of the cut highlights the fact that there must be as much efficiency at the administrative level as possible before we see cuts in the classroom.  That means if there is to be one education authority – ESA – then there should only be one “whole of Northern Ireland” education plan, run by ESA and not a host of different local area plans run by 5 boards that are passing out of existence.” 
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