PRESS RELEASE

FROM

[image: image1.jpg]


DAVID McNARRY MLA
Ulster Unionist Assembly Member

For Strangford




06/09/10


Page 2 of 3
Ref:06(01)

McNARRY MEETS LOCAL GP’s AT THEIR SAINTFIELD PRACTICE
David McNarry Strangford UUP MLA met with Dr David Ross at the Saintfield Medical Centre last Friday .

Commenting Mr McNarry said – “The meeting was most informative and productive.

“I am well aware of the needs of my constituents.  Daily I hear from them about particularly their medical care and requirements.

“Local GP’s  play a key role in the delivery of their service and facilities – which cannot be overestimated.  People take comfort from and rely on the effectiveness of medical advice available on their doorstep.

 Any diminution or interruption to this service is not acceptable.  My job is to work, even fight if necessary to protect the GP services and to seek guaranteed improvements to them.  This I endeavour to do.
I share the concerns of the Saintfield practice which are also shared by other practices in my constituency.”

End 
Attached Press Release issued by BMA
Impact of funding cuts discussed with local MLA
The recent £3.6m cut to general practice funding is top of the agenda for discussion with Mr David McNarry MLA (UUP) at Saintfield Health Centre tomorrow, Friday 3 September 2010.
BMA member Dr David Ross, one of the partners in this practice and who is also chairman of the Eastern Local Medical Committee said,
“We are delighted to welcome Mr McNarry to the practice, albeit under worrying circumstances.  GPs throughout Co Down are very anxious about what impact the withdrawal of around £10,000 per practice plus other potential pending cuts will have on our patients and staff. 

“It is important that our elected representatives hear first-hand from practice staff the impact of this totally counter-productive funding cut on both themselves and patients.  In addition, impacts are likely to include an increase in hospital referrals and higher attendances in A&E, both of which will result in higher costs for the health service as a whole”.
Dr Ross added,

“We hope Mr McNarry will be able to convey our well-founded concerns to the health minister.  
“We look forward to working with Mr McNarry in the future to ensure that patients receive the optimum quality of care in our communities”.
Ends

Notes to editors:

1. Mr David McNarry MLA (UUP) will visit Saintfield Health Centre, Fairview, Ballynahinch Road Saintfield, BT24 7AD on Friday 3 September at 11am
2. £3.6 million was withdrawn by the Health and Social Care Board (HSCB) from general medical services on 1 August.  

3. To find out more, or to arrange an interview or photograph opportunity, please contact Sara Morrow, Public Affairs Officer, on the numbers below.

Constituency office 9B Regent Street Corporation North  Newtownards BT23 4AB   Ph: 91 82 67 36 Email : davidmcnarry@btconnect.com 


