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McNarry says record jobless total could have been reduced if budget spend has been harnessed to jobs strategy
David McNarry MLA has said that the latest news that the jobless total in Northern Ireland had risen to 59,000, the highest in 13 years, highlighted the failure of the DUP-Sinn partnership to harness the enormous spending power of the Northern Ireland departmental budgets to job creation and protection. 
“Instead of harnessing the enormous spending power of the Stormont departments to a job creation and protection strategy things have once again just been allowed to drift. Departmental budgets needed to be refocused and redirected to create the maximum number of jobs and, by doing this, keep more money flowing through the economy. This, in turn, would have supported local retail and services and kept more jobs secure. Instead what we have had is a budget where the Finance Minister has just said to the other Ministers – over to you, and the result will be the usual departmental pet projects. Misisters should have collectively agreed to focus their budgets to protect and create jobs.” 
“It is the total lack of pro-active thinking which is what is so depressing about the DUP-Sinn Fein partnership. There is a culture of inaction at the very heart of DUP-Sinn Fein. That is why their overall achievement in the last four years has been a rise in the jobless total. This is in stark contrast to England where things are beginning to turn around. There really does need to be a change and now is the time to make it. The public have a chance to change things in the election. We literally cannot afford to go on as we are.” 
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