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McNARRY SAY’S EDUCATION MINISTER WILL MAKE A STATEMENT IN THE AUTUMN ABOUT MAJOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT PROJECTS HE CANNOT AFFORD TO TAKE FORWARD.  McNARRY SAY’S O’DOWD NEEDS A PLAN!

Ulster Unionist Education spokesperson David McNarry MLA, expresses his deep concern over the effect budgetary cuts will have on school capital building projects.
I asked the Minister about this and judging from his frank reply it is clear to me that the impact will be serious.  Minister O’Dowd is obviously anxious that the severity of the financial constraints on his capital budget will mean that many schools will be unable to go ahead with major projects.

The next four years will mean extreme pressure on the schools major building programme but the knock on effect will be horrendous for all schools losing out over this period.  It could take not one but two budgets to stabilise the current economic situation.  Meaning 8 to 10 years before money is available for urgent capital building projects.

I envisage Head Teachers throwing their arms up in despair, disbelief and disgruntlement when news reaches them that their project is postponed.

I appreciate the Ministers frankness, and in making the issue a priority but he needs more than consideration.  A detailed plan of allocated spending must be put into practice over the next four years to ensure this budget continues, with an added schedule for subsequent years in order to assist the schools to manage their property interests.  
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