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I am glad that the council are going to address the issue of communications and consultation with the Ballystockart community.

I am comfortable with encouraging any local company to expand and increase it workforce.  In these difficult economic times it is a confidence boost to hear of businesses investing in the future.

What remains a controversial area in the council’s role in swapping land under its control which will ultimately be of a gain in securing planning approval.  I wrote to the Planning Office last week before Wednesday night’s council meeting to state my views on this specific issue.
The land which the council are considering swapping for another filed albeit larger than the playing area used by the Ballystockart community holds the key to unlocking a new site which will require planning approval.

The land in question currently under the councils control and used by the local people will become much greater  in value than it would be if this was a simple uncomplicated case of swapping one play area for another.

The value of the land the council may be willing to give up could be worth 4/5 times its current value if it was for commercial usage with planning permission.

Should it transpire that the Ballystockart community settle with the council and agree to the swapping of lands then I trust that the obvious payout or payback to the council for its lease and willingness to off-load the current playing field area will be invested back into the Ballystockart area into the new field which would come under the councils control.

I have called for a compromise to be  agreed between the community, the factory owners and the council.  I am sure reasonableness all round can prevail.  But the community needs assurances and a payback in terms of maintaining facilities equal to what if already has     
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