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TOM ELLIOT MLA VISITS NEWTOWNARDS
Fermanagh & South Tyrone MLA Tom Elliot, the Ulster Unionist Agriculture spokesperson stopped off in Newtownards today (Wed 7th July) during his tour of Strangford with local MLA David McNarry.

Tom Elliot is campaigning to become the new leader of the Ulster Unionist Party, following the decision of Sir Reg Empey to step aside in September.

Forty six year old Tom is married to Anne and they have two children.  They live on the family farm near Ballinamallard and are members of Magheracross Parish Church.  Tom served part-time on the Ulster Defence Regiment and Royal Irish Regiment for 18 years.  He also finds time to take a strong interest in local soccer at Ballinamallard Football Club.  Tom is a past county Grand Master of Fermanagh County Grand Lodge and is the Assistance Secretary of the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland.

Tom’s message is to keep politics simple and straight.  “Unionists are desperately seeking clear unambiguous Leadership which connects with their needs and aspirations” he told the Chronicle.  “Politics has changed dramatically over the past 20 years – we as a party need to ensure that change is appropriate to all the people of Northern Ireland.  I do not want to see the unionist people being left behind.”  

David McNarry MLA told the Chronicle, “Tom is a fine person, a natural communicator who takes a genuine interest in all he is involved in.  I have watched with admiration his passage up the party political ladder to the point where he is ready now to take upon himself the mantle of Party Leader.  Like myself Tom is a modernizer who will not forget his roots or sacrifice his principals to placate political correctors.  I am delighted to have been asked by Tom to work with him in his leadership election campaign. “
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