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McNarry says Government proposals are Zero Based budgeting by another name

David McNarry MLA, the Ulster Unionist Finance Spokesman who is Deputy Chairman of the Assembly’s Finance and Personnel Committee, has said that the scope of the cuts being contemplated by the new Government is far greater than anything we have anticipated up to now.

“It is, in effect, a form of zero-based budgeting which was very much the nuclear option in tackling this budgetary crisis. What the new Government is saying is that we need to be asking fundamental questions – such as should we be even engaging in this or that activity as a government? They are also going to seek public input because they are seeking some form of public consent for the scale of what they are planning to cover them.”

“When you zero-base what you do is establish what you are doing and then calculate the number of staff you need to deliver it. You then match this to the number you have got and dispense with the surplus. I fear the scale of redundancies this will mean and I am particularly concerned for Northern Ireland which has such a high dependency on the public sector.”

“This could mean, at best, that many activities currently being performed by the civil service will be farmed out to private enterprise and only core staffing retained at government departmental headquarters to set policy frameworks with arm’s length agencies contracted to deliver the services. It would be a sweeping way to shift employment from the public to the private sector.”

“That is why I am concerned by the slow reactions of our Executive and government here. That is why I am concerned that it takes forever for them to make decisions. We really need to sharpen up our act in Stormont because it is only Stormont that stands between the people here and the impact of the cuts the new Government is contemplating.” 
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