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McNarry says we must ensure departmental officials do not protect themselves at the expense of front-line services

David McNarry MLA, the Ulster Unionist Finance Spokesman who is Deputy Chairman of the Assembly’s Finance and Personnel Committee, has said that the way in which cuts in public expenditure is managed need to be seen to be fair.

“The only way to ensure fairness is for the Executive to agree to prioritise all government programmes according to a publicly known, pre-agreed set of criteria. These criteria could, for example, include front-line healthcare, which 85% of people put as their number one priority, job protection and job creation., So far, it would seem that the Executive has only agreed to protect the most vulnerable in our society.  If this is left to individual departments to decide, then they will impose their own criteria rather than the public’s criteria. That would be a travesty.”

“Another problem that could arise is that if bureaucrats are left to impose the cuts, they will cut everything else before they cut themselves or their ilk. This problem is already coming to the fore in England where fears are being expressed that local Health Trusts faced with efficiency savings are cutting nurses and doctors and not cutting a sufficient number of bureaucrats. The reason for this is simple – it is the bureaucrats who are implementing the so-called efficiency savings. So, human nature being what its is, they get rid of doctors and nurses. They should not, of course, be getting rid of any doctors and nurses because that runs counter to the Government’s expressed wish to protect front-line health services. We must not allow bureaucrats to manipulate the situation in this way.”

“In a Northern Ireland context we need to ensure that the departmental officials who implement the cuts do not protect themselves and penalise front-line services. The only way to ensure that does not happen is for every programme to be assessed in the way I suggest and for the Executive to act as a team and for an end to the present behind-closed-doors agreements between Sinn Fein and the DUP, excluding Ministers from other parties.”
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