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Letter to Editor  - Newtownards Chronicle
Well done Saintfield GP Dr. David Ross for his Chronicle piece last week on “Supporting Carers and Young Carers in Northern Ireland.”  I fully agree with his comment “without doubt, carers make a significant and vital contribution to people’s lives and to society in general through their unselfish, caring actions.  The health service also benefits enormously, not least due to the billions of pounds saved due to the unpaid care these individuals give.”
This is a mirror image of remarks made by me in the Assembly when putting forward my private members bill on carers.

Whilst many MLAs sympathize and listen to all I have to say regularly on the case for a better deal for carers regrettably few have acted with me in delivering for our carers.

I trust now that the BMAs GP Committee are rattling cages and getting involved with the carers issue that momentum will build with pressure put on the Ministers  ultimately responsible for carers.

Carers are our society’s unsung heroes.  They save the country billions of pounds.  They don’t whinge or protest, theirs is a labour of love and devotion.    
I absolutely agree with Dr. Ross’s feelings on young carers.  Somehow I suspect not enough is known or indeed admitted about the numbers of young carers actively involved in keeping families together.  Neither is it conceded that the age of some of these wonderful young people is really too young for their own good.  
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Unfortunately carers of all ages are treated as cheap labour because governments are all too aware that carers won’t down tools, withdraw their 

labour and go on strike.  If they did however they would bust the country’s economy and overnight reduce the social services and the health services to a shambles, because neither can cope without carers doing the states work for them.

My thanks to Dr. David Ross and my concurrence with his assessment of the difficult times ahead for public spending, there will be decreases not increases as a result of the Chancellors announcement on the 20th October.  
Good luck to all carers and my personal thanks to all the unsung heroes.
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