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Ards Chronicle

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am very concerned that Tesco top brass may have put their investment in a major new store under immediate review.

My clear understanding is that because of on site piling difficulties the project is being reconsidered with a question mark hanging over its potential financial viability.  The development when I visited today looks like a  ghost site.
The problem has nothing to do with the retail market or Tesco’s commitment to open a new store.  The situation has as I understand it all to do with the mounting cost accelerating beyond all expectancy. 

If true and if even a slight chance of Tesco’s rethinking their position then it will be devastating new. 

After all the previous twists and turns over planning and roads requirements it would be appalling to find now that the development is in danger.
I am however surprised that in this technological age the suitability of the site and the cost involved to build on land previously an infill on sand wasn’t discovered until this late stage.  I am also deeply concerned about any outstanding monies due to the council who sold a major part of the site to Castlebawn for retail development.  I trust that the council are covered for all possible negative circumstances.

Many construction jobs work for material suppliers who were dependant on this project for an income in business not to mention the promised employment for people in the new store.  A permanent shut down of the site cannot be contemplated.  
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