David McNarry MLA News Release 13 Dec 2011
Deputy Chairman NI Assembly Education Committee, UUP Education Spokesman
McNarry says Catholic Church should gift its schools property to the state 

As a follow-up to his discussion document ‘A New Vision for Education in Northern Ireland’ released 12 October 2011, Ulster Unionist Education spokesperson David McNarry MLA for Strangford has recently held meetings with the Education Minister John O’Dowd MLA and the CEO of the Council for Catholic Maintained Schools Mr Jim Clarke.
Commenting Mr McNarry said: “I believe the days of segregation at the school gate is no longer an acceptable state of affairs to the majority of parents. I feel the mood is right for change into a whole of Northern Ireland approach embracing a single state integrated and shared education structure”.
He added: “ESA – the Education Skills Authority is moving forward for adoption and its role is encapsulated in the words of the First and Deputy First Minister in their statement on the Heads of Agreement document on ESA, issued 16 November 2011, which stated :
The Education Minister will table legislation to give effect to agreed arrangements in education. This would establish a single body – the Education and Skills Authority (ESA) which would subsume the functions, assets and liabilities of 8 bodies: 
a) The Education and Library Boards; 
b) Council for Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS); 
c) Staff Commission;
d) Youth Council.
The Board of ESA shall consist of 20 members plus a Chair made up of 40% Trustees/Transferors, 40% political representatives and 20% appointed by the Education Minister. The Political representatives will be appointed under the principle of d’Hondt by respective party leaders in proportion to the strength in the Assembly. The 20% element will be appointed by the Minister of Education following a public appointment process taking into account as far as practicable that they are representative of the community
Commenting, Mr McNarry said: 
“It seems logical that in establishing ESA we would bring together the asset values of the total school estate which would mean the schools property of the Catholic Church being incorporated under one overall administration. It seems only fair that representation on the Board of ESA should be based on all asset values made available to benefit a fully integrated education system”.
“Of course it remains to be seen if the nuances surrounding the fanfare of ESA expectations point to the Executive eventually finalising and promoting a plan which joins all the key players into a single state funded shared and integrated education system. Fundamentally, the way forward on this and the tone-setter for this whole exercise will depend on all these key players joining together wholeheartedly in a single structure and pooling all their existing resources in the process. After all the year by year investment by the taxpayer in children’s education over the past 80 years far outweighs the residual value of any property involved. What is more, my understanding is that the Department of Education is maintaining these buildings year after year so the question has to be – how much residual value is actually left in these buildings for the Catholic Church. By doing this they will maximise the opportunities for the children who must be our main concern and must be at the heart of this whole operation. The end result - all the children passing through an open and welcome school gate together – is a prize worth having if we are to rebuild our society and demands open engagement and full asst transfer from all parties.”
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