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McNarry speaks up for Strangford’s young farmers 

Tells young farmers – continue protest even after deadline for consultation ends

David McNarry, Ulster Unionist Finance spokesman and deputy chairman of the Stormont Finance Committee,  has told young farmers and prospective young farmers to continue to write, email and protest about Sinn Fein Agriculture Minister Michelle Gildernew’s decision to withdraw £75,000 of funding from Young Farmers’ Clubs.

“Even though the consultation ends on 14th February, young farmers should write individually to the Minister to complain about this decision and they should continue to keep pressure on her to change her decision. They can write to DARD, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast BT4 3SB or email her at the DARD website. 

“This is a much bigger issue than the withdrawal of funding from young farmers’ clubs, bad as that is. It is about the whole future of the farming sector.  I want  young farmers in the Moneyrea, Killinchy, Spa, Artana, Newtownards, Donaghadee and Ballywalter clubs to know just how seriously I take the problems they are facing and I am willing to make representations to the Minister on their behalf and to organise a mass lobby at Stormont to bring their case before the wider public.” 

“The number of people going into farming is dropping and this is very much against our national interests. In 2000, there were over 35,000 people listed as being farmers 

and partners. By 2009, the number had reduced to just 30,267. That is a 14% drop in none years. We cannot afford to allow this to continue.”

“We need to encourage young people to go into farming and we need to ensure our national food security and to have a strong base for our very important agri-food industry. We also need to be taking steps to ensure our national food security during these increasingly uncertain times internationally. We are far too dependent as a country on imports and this must be addressed.” 

“Young Farmers clubs are an important way to encourage young people into farming and to help deliver these important objectives and it is both shortsighted and very unwise of the Minister to cut their funding.”
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