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McNARRY MEETS IRENE KNOX ON LIBRARIES – MONDAY 21ST FEBRUARY

Ulster Unionist MLA for Strangford has met with Irene Knox CEO Libraries Board to discuss the future of both the Killyleagh Library and the Newtownards Library.

Talking after the meeting Mr McNarry said: “I trust that as a result of the consultation process involving the prospect of closure at Killyleagh, a positive idea to save the library will emerge and if so recognised and taken on board by the Libraries Board.

“However the calculations are all directed against Killyleagh gaining a reprieve.  That should not deter people power motivating and mobilizing a campaign which cannot be ignored.

“Irene Knox answered my questions on other alternatives provisions as follows:-

· A mobile library on a set regular day operating in two separate locations morning and afternoons would be considered positively. 

· A service for housebound book borrowers would be considered positively.

· An outreach service into playgroups, community groups would be considered positively.

· A partnership including   local schools and the local community centre for story telling and book lending would be considered positively.

· Each of the above would represent a combination of services which Killyleagh would benefit from as an alternative to the closure of the local library.

“My own view is that people should not give up in winning the retention of the Killyleagh Library and I will stand up with them in putting the case as I have done in my meeting with Irene Knox.
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“A decision to retain or close Killyleagh Library  is to be taken in June.  The Libraries Board position is based on (a) the Regional College which owns the building want to sell and the Board cannot afford to purchase (b) there is insufficient usage of Killyleagh Library which given the figures quoted to me, I have disputed their claim. (c) The Library cannot grow, which it certainly cant if it is closed. (d) The Board cannot afford to put right the minimum required maintenance to bring the library up to health and safety standards.

“I have identified five combined potential services which Irene Knox has indicated would be available to Killyleagh should the local library be closed despite the clamour and justified opinion that it be retained and saved.  Should it transpire that the deal is already done; that the Board will not submit to public opinion and the consultation process is only putting people through the hoop.  Then and only then I recommend that Killyleagh ensure and  pin the Board down in committing that the five potential services and more are given to Killyleagh’s current and growing library users.

“On the issue of the Newtownards Library, I am more comfortable that given co-operation between Ards Borough Council and the Library Board a business case can be developed for an excellent project on the existing Queens Hall site.  

“This could entail knocking down the Queens Hall and existing library and in a joint venture rebuilding a new modern Queens Hall Library and new modern multi purpose Queens Hall.  It may cost around £4 million and come into actual planning and building stages in around 4 years’ times.

“Meantime, Irene Knox has assured me that the Newtownards Library is not under threat, it will be maintained and retained, some good positive news at least for Newtownards Library users.”  
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