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McNarry says Farm decline can be halted
THE number of farmers in Northern Ireland has fallen consistently over the last 10 years but the decline can still be reversed, according to Strangford MLA David McNarry.
The alarming statistics, showing a decline in all of the province’s Parliamentary constituencies outside of Belfast, are contained in a written answer to the Ulster Unionist MLA from the department of agriculture (DARD).
In 2000, there were over 35,000 people listed as being “farmers and partners”. By 2009, the number had reduced to just 30,267.
Mr McNarry said that increased diversification could be the key to keeping the industry alive but feels farmers are often discouraged by red tape.
“The paperwork they have to do, and the bureaucracy they have to go through — sometimes they say it’s not really worth it.”
Mr McNarry said agriculture was an industry like any other and the protection and creation of jobs was paramount. 
He added: “This is one thing the assembly can and should really devote its time to.” 
“The farming community here, with its reputation worldwide, is second to none and we have that reputation to build on.
“The one thing that farmers do is keep their money in the community and when farmers are doing well, then the local communities are doing well.” 
“I never cease to be impressed by the success of local companies like Mash Direct which is a good example of what can be achieved. Since diversifying into the actual production of “home-cooked” vegetable products, they have tripled the amount of produce they grow and the export all across Europe and North America. Their success has spilled over to other farmers because they buy in a lot of local produce to help meet demand.” 
“In 2010, against the trend in other sectors, we saw an increase in farming incomes and with food security high on everyone’s agenda, the Northern Ireland agri-food industry has the potential to be a global leader. In an uncertain world this country must become less dependent on imported food. Northern Ireland also has an established reputation for quality foods. Young people should take another look at farming and the agri-food sector as a career. In a globalised world the inherent business flair and imagination of our local people can thrive in a world of opportunity.”
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