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FAO Editor - Down Recorder 

Next may the Strangford Constituency for which I am the proud Ulster Unionist MLA in the Stormont Assembly changes its electoral boundaries to embrace the Westminster constituency model for elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly.

Protocol demands that although the new Strangford constituency was created at the recent Westminster election.  I being elected from the old Strangford area am unable to engage or cross-over into what still is for Stormont purposes South Down.  Of course politics being about perfecting the art of the impossible, I have turned protocol on its head in order to help people in need of advice and guidance who are currently in South Down but will be joining Strangford next May.

Confusing isn’t it!  Anyway I live in Ballygowan so the new areas are only a stones throw away.  My office is in Newtownards and is operated by great staff.  The McNarry style does not revolve around repeated photos in the local press or insights into what can be private business.  Rather my reputation is built on respecting confidentiality being effective and getting results without boasting over promises I can’t keep.  Should my reputation hold good with the electorate and I am returned to Stormont next May I will ensure that there is a call in advice presence made available in Ballynahinch.

My Ulster Unionist colleague John McCallister MLA has a fine record of representing South Down to the maximum.  As of course does his fellow Unionist Jim Wells MLA of the DUP.  Not forgetting the other parties who together form the majority. But I am an Ulster Unionist and it is my own party and the Unionist family that I am devoted to and will work to revive, reconnect and give a vision and a leadership best likely to attract solid and loyal support for the pro-union cause.

That said, as an elected representative I see it as normal and proper to give equal attention to whoever comes to me needing help.  In fact part of my reputation is built on backing the underdog and getting results.  I get immense satisfaction when the team in my office and I see the smile on a persons face whose case we have fought and won.  That’s brilliant and that is the best of politics in the real world of bread and butter issues.

Then there are what I call ‘limelight politics’ the toughest of the lot.  What you say and do in the Assembly Chamber debates and your contribution to the departmental committees are on the record.   There are no prisoners taken at Stormont.  Your opponents listen to every word, waiting on a slip up or a controversial comment.  Personally I enjoy the cut and thrust of a good debate. But I  lose interest in the long winded often sectarian rhetoric some of my opponents use in making their case.

I am proud to be an Ulster Unionist therefore it goes to say that I will stand up for my Britishness and protect the union.  I have no selfish economic or strategic interest in a United Ireland.  All one can ask is simply accept me as I am and respect my politics and cultural intellect.  That my not be suitable for the republican agenda, but it is the reality to come to recognize and respect.

Mind you it works both ways and I admit that for me coming to terms with the republican electoral mandate is difficult and at times a hellish experience.  Terrorists and their supporters in Government was not part of the plan devised by my Unionist forefathers when they blocked home rule and created Northern Ireland.

However at Stormont all sides are proving a capacity to work with each other and that bodes well for the future.  But let me be straight, Martin McGuinness as First Minister or Gerry Kelly in charge of Policing is a bridge too far and unlikely to be conducive to finding acceptability  with the greater number of Unionists. 

Caitríona Ruane in charge of Education has clearly demonstrated how uncontrollable the Republican dogma can spiral and be at odds with Unionism.  No good at all has come out of her wrecking policies, regrettably only further division has caused anxieties for parents, pupils and teachers without any positive gains. 

Remarkably the current Strangford Constituency does not support the Republican agenda as espoused by Sinn Fein consequently there is not one single Republican MLA representing Strangford.

In May 2011 I trust that the common sense of a new Strangford Constituency electorate will be a  resounding vote to maintain Strangford’s electoral reputation.   
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