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Letter to Editor 

At a recent community meeting in Ballygowan the issue of speeding in built up areas arose.  In many cases the speeding was a form of neighbourhood terrorism. 

Talking to people  in other areas, it is clear the boy and girl racers have a couldn’t care less attitude for peoples safety.  They really do terrorize children and the elderly and anyone else who gets in their way.

A solution to date has been for the Roads Service to put down speed ramps.  But not all residents in built up areas are convinced they work, especially when cars race over them as part of the fun.
I have investigated the problem and come up with this suggestion. In built up areas in estates and in close proximity to schools, hospitals and nursing homes – erect 20 miles per hour speed limit signs.

Failing to reduce speed to 20 miles per hour then becomes a road traffic offence.

Currently these speed ramps are ignored and the people racing over them do prove difficult to catch or correct.  But speeding is an offence. 

Erecting as required 20 miles per hour speed limit signs would be more cost effective than ramps and I think would prove to be a greater deterrent when the boy & girl racers have been caught speeding in these designated 20 miles per hour areas and have their pockets hit with fines they may well think again about terrorizing people.  

Yours etc.
David McNarry
Ulster Unionist Assembly Candidate 
Constituency office 9B Regent Street Corporation North  Newtownards BT23 4AB   Ph: 91 82 67 36 Email : davidmcnarry@btconnect.com 


