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McNarry shocked that efficiency body announced 2 years ago has not even been appointed by OFMDFM
David McNarry has said that the lack of action of the DUP and Sinn Fein over making real savings at Stormont was well illustrated for him in a Ministerial answer he received just before the end of the last assembly.
“On 9 April 2009 with the usual fanfare the First and deputy First Ministers announced that there were setting up an Efficiency Review Panel to examine the efficiency and value for money aspects of the Stormont institutions. I recently asked a question about this, to see what efficiencies were recommended because everyone agrees making such efficiencies is a matter of urgency. I was shocked at the reply I received. The First and deputy First Minister told me that not only had the Efficiency Review Panel not met, it had not even been appointed yet!”
“What does this say about the way DUP-Sinn Fein run Stormont?” asks Mr McNarry.
 “Wouldn’t you think that a body set up to examine if Stormont was being run efficiently would have its sleeves rolled up and be busy at work seeing where savings could be made and things run better and more cheaply ? Not a bit of it. Not only has it not met, two years after it was announced in a fanfare by the First and Deputy First Ministers, it hasn’t even been appointed. This confirms what I have been saying about the sheer incompetence and laziness of the DUP-Sinn Fein coalition running OFMDFM. What family would run its home finances this way?” 
“Messrs Robinson and McGuinness are clearly not interested in the searchlight of efficiency shining on their grubby little operation at Stormont Castle. What sort of respect does this show DUP-Sinn Fein have for taxpayer’s money? This proves that DUP-Sinn Fein are not fit to be running the show at Stormont. The electorate should take note.”  
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Efficiency Review Panel 

Mr D McNarry asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for an update on the Efficiency Review Panel, the establishment of which was announced on 9 April 2009.  (AQO 1317/11) 

First Minister and deputy First Minister: The St Andrews Agreement had indicated that we would appoint an Efficiency Review Panel to examine efficiency and value for money aspects of the Strand One institutions. We have announced that the first task of such a Panel would be to examine the number and organisation of Departments in the light of the present financial pressures and the implications of the Review of Public Administration, and to ensure that the departmental structure is best organised to deliver public services in an efficient manner. 

The Panel has not yet been appointed but is among the matters to be covered by the draft report which is being prepared for consideration and agreement of the St Andrews Agreement Working Group established under the Hillsborough Castle Agreement. 

In line with the Hillsborough Castle Agreement, the Working Group will forward its report, when agreed, to us for consideration. In the meantime, we remain committed to pursuing greater efficiency and effectiveness in the delivery of our public services.

 

NI Executive 
Statement from the First Minister and deputy First Minister regarding the creation of an efficiency review panel 

Thursday, 9 April 2009 
Speaking today the First Minister and the deputy First Minister said, the St Andrews Agreement provides: “The First Minister and Deputy First Minister would appoint an Efficiency Review Panel, to examine efficiency and value for money of aspects of the Strand One institutions. The FM/DFM would put to the Assembly for approval proposals for the panel’s remit, which might include the size of the Assembly and the departmental structure. The panel would take into account as appropriate the work of the Review of Public Administration. The panel’s report would be considered by the Executive and Assembly, and, where agreed changes required legislative steps outside the scope of the devolved institutions, by the British Government in consultation as appropriate with the Irish Government.
~ Thursday, 9 April 2009
“The Programme for Government commits the Executive to review the overall number of Government departments by 2011.

“After Easter it is our intention to bring to the Assembly proposals for the creation of the Efficiency Review Panel for approval. The first task of the Efficiency Review Panel will be to examine the number and organisation of Departments in light of the present financial pressures and the implications of the Review of Public Administration and to ensure that the departmental structure is best organised to deliver public services in an efficient manner.

“The Review Panel will report later this year. The review will be on the basis of both fairness and efficiency, taking account of the requirement to protect the safeguards which ensure the Executive is representative of the community and can participate and work together successfully in the operation of the institutions.” 

 
 
