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McNarry calls for an action plan from the Executive to deal with cuts – as “the Board of Directors of Northern Ireland PLC”

The Treasury’s plan to rebalance our economy has shown more leadership than the NI Executive

David McNarry MLA, the Ulster Unionist Finance Spokesman who is Deputy Chairman of the Assembly’s Finance and Personnel Committee, has said that the anticipated 25% cut in public spending in non-protected government departments was a measure of the kind of cuts the NI Executive could expect over the next CSR period. 

“Cuts of this dimension will be difficult to absorb, no matter how we manage them. The point is that it is just that – an issue of management. Stormont is a devolved regional Assembly and the local administration is given a block grant which is going to be substantially cut. We will not know the full extent of that cut until October 20th. What we do know is that the NI Executive has been sitting on its hands up to now.” 

“The NI Executive has a constitutional duty to live on the block grant and they will need to get a realistic action plan together. They will need to do this corporately as the Board of Directors of Northern Ireland PLC and in an open and transparent way. They need to consult with the people and trust the people more. We need leadership from the Executive and not government by the weekly DUP opinion poll which is what we have been getting up to now. We need to see an end to the DUP-Sinn Fein mutual veto with a lack of action which is all the DUP and Sinn Fein have provided up to now.” 

“It is positive news for Northern Ireland that the Treasury will be producing a paper in the Autumn which will weigh the possibilities of introducing local reductions in the rate of Corporation Tax and will look at options for rebalancing the local economy, reducing our dependence on the public sector. This is providing the kind of directional leadership and planning that Northern Ireland needs. It is interesting that this leadership is coming from the Treasury in London and not from the Northern Ireland Executive.”
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