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UNION 2021        -      Newsletter 
By 2021 our constitutional experiment with devolution should be validated as a sustainable from of governance inside the United Kingdom. 
Regionalism here, in Scotland and in Wales and however they decide to bow to change in England will have proved to be good for pro-union supporters.  It can only be in this context that the merits of a conclusive shared future can produce the stability of certainty required to modernize our approach to democratic politics.

During 2021 I would hope to see it recorded, ‘that good governance, peace, order and justice, once the aspiration of many in 2010 has been achieved and embraced in Stormont.’  It going on to state ‘a high degree of tolerance has taken place between those for and against the union.  Politicians working with each other and applying themselves to delivering the positive benefits of devolution is working.’

So in  approaching 2021 with confidence and discipline, those of us charged today with the responsibility of making constructive things happen will be thinking of how best to make redundant the catchall phrase ‘moving on.’   
Moving on from what, to what you may ask.  Not an unreasonable question considering that Stormont is far from the finished product.  Even after its stop and go fluctuations no one can say it will be free from future disruptions over the next decade.
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Unionists today will greet the prospect of a Northern Ireland at ease with itself in 2021 as something well worth the pain, the tribulations and consternation they felt as a result of the 1998 Agreement. Twelve years ago the thrust of the Agreements pursuit of a dynamic change of political direction failed to connect with a large bloc of hostile and genuinely suspicious unionists.

They say the rest is history, well not quiet! Since then those who denounced the 1998 agreement have become its custodians, a feature of today’s political progress which can only be good for Northern Ireland and augur well for 2021.

Recently a young American student posed this question to me, was I disappointed with the time taken for the greater unionist acceptance of the 1998 Agreement? I told her ‘it is not as if we have been doing a form of political penance.  Experience had taught me not to be disappointed when things did not live up to my expectations.  Because in this instance I did not have high expectations, although I always believed that unionist credibility would succeed in time.’   
However as with most things woven out of ambitious political power plays the settlement as employed today has arrived at the cost of complications and division from inside the pro-union party political landscape.  At the last count there were five maybe six pro-union parties.  That has made for an uncomfortable, unsettled unionist electorate who cannot be faulted for staying at home and not voting at all.  Especially when it appears all to clear to them that polices and agreements are not worked out between unionists, but instead decided on in the joint office of First and Deputy First Minister. 
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Long before 2021 and I trust for all our sakes such nonsense will have been rectified therefore enabling the pro-devolution unionist parties to take advantage of the desire of by far the greater number of unionists to vote for a re-grouping.

The pro-union constituency deserves to be heard.  Unionist unity, coalition, or working relationship call it what you like is equally an imperative and an asset.  A Unionist Assembly Grouping in place by the 2011 elections would receive a formidable mandate.

Today Northern Ireland is an established democratic entity.  One day between now and 2021 we shall find out how far it is prepared to travel when we debate moving on from a mandatory to a voluntary coalition.  
But as of now, a dangerous and daunting problem faces us, the like of which few have experienced before.  Recessions we can just about cope with, but come the 20th October the full extent of severe economic austerity measures will hit with such velocity  that thinking about 2021 is somewhat a luxury.
Pulling out of the economic doldrum will be a massive task for the nation.  No other issue commands our fullest attention or deserves top executive priority status.  Such is the enormity of the national debt that it demands of Northern Ireland to play its part in managing our economic affairs with rigorous spending dexterity.  Our mandatory coalition has no choice other than to pull together with, for and in the best interests of the United Kingdom.
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In ten months time, we go to the polls to elect another mandatory coalition?  Between now and then what transpires economically, politically and socially can ultimately decide the course Northern Ireland is set on until 2016 – (another symbolic date).  

In getting there, we cannot afford the price of distractions which cause any impediment against working together to celebrate our settled co-existence, being at peace with each other and very content to remain part of the United Kingdom in 2021.  

‘End’
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