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£30 MILLION WASTED ON SCHOOLS SITTING IDLE SAY’S DAVID McNARRY MLA – UUP EDUCATION SPOKESPERSON

I am astounded to find that in information given to me by Minister O’Dowd not counting the non-controlled sector the Education Department preside over a staggering £30 million (28.645) worth of non-used school buildings across the five Education Boards.

In my New Vision for Education discussion paper sent to the Minister recently. I highlighted how revenue generation and borrowing against the school estate could be explored to augment the Education budget and potentially ease pressure on an overburdened department facing stress with its financial management.

Finding almost £30 million worth of money tied up in schools sitting idle is an outrage and a financial scandal, and this figure only applies to the controlled sector what the total amount is when the non-controlled sectors figures are revealed can only compound this wastage.  But it can only get worse when more schools are closed and left unused and not open to any community usage.

My paper offered ’a whole of Northern Ireland approach for all schools.’   It showed how we could afford better schools by utilizing the school estate values.  Yet here we have a department out of its depth, dithering, financially inept and unable to put to any good use parts of an estate lying defunct and empty.
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