News Release from   David McNarry  MLA                7 Jun 11
      
Deputy Chairman NI AssemblyEducation Committee, UUP education spokesman _____________________________________________________________________
McNarry says Twinbrook offers to Ballynahinch pre-school parents proves system is dysfunctional
David McNarry MLA, Ulster Unionist Education Spokesman and Strangford MLA, has said that the fact that offered were being made for nursery places in Twinbrook for children from Ballynahinch showed that those managing the process were dysfunctional and had clearly no appreciations of the realities of life on the ground in Northern Ireland.
“I found this hard to believe at first. Twinbrook is after all two constituencies removed from my Strangford constituency where Ballynahinch is sited. You have to travel through Lagan valley to even arrive at West Belfast. This is even irrespective of the realities of community life on the ground. Twinbrook is geographically far from Ballynahinch but in community terms it is even further.”
“In the Ulster Unionist party we have consistently and persistently asked for free school education to be a universal entitlement. We have called for an early years fund to give backing to an early years strategy for all children up to the age of six.  This latest episode proves that the existing system is simply not fit for purpose. Even after appeal over 600 children remain without places in pre-school education. What is worse, the system actively discriminated against working parents who cannot be at home to child-mind because they are working. This is a bad message to send out. Working parents keep our economy moving. We should be helping them and not hindering them.”
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