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David McNarry has concerns over loss of many of our most experienced teachers
David McNarry MLA, deputy chair of the Assembly’s Education Committee and UUP Education spokesman has reacted to redundancy offers the Education Minister is making to teachers aged over 55.
“It is good news that the £120 million of additional money will impact positively on the education system and help ease the staff reductions necessary but it is also clear that it will not stop job losses or school closures.”  
“I welcome the fact that the Minister and the teacher unions appear to have agreed a package for early retirement for some teachers. I have some concerns that this relates only to those teachers over age 55, and I hope that staff over 55 do not feel pressurised to retire early. This is clearly the signal which is going out at the moment. We could lose some of our best and most competent teachers this way.” 
“While it is true that older teachers at the top of their scales are more expensive and a bigger drain on school budgets it is also true that many of them are excellent teachers and many have good control in the classroom, creating good and studious learning environments and helping to give academic leadership in schools.” 
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