PRESS RELEASE

FROM

[image: image1.jpg]


DAVID McNARRY MLA
Ulster Unionist Assembly Member

For Strangford




12/01/12


Page 1 of 2
Ref:01(01)

McNARRY VISITS BALLYNAHINCH FURTHER EDUCATION COLLEGE

Speaking after his visit this morning (Thurs 12 Jan ) to the Ballynahinch F.E. College and his meeting with Mr. Ken Webb S.E.R.C Ulster Unionist MLA David McNarry Assembly Deputy Chair, Education Committee and Party spokesperson said he was most impressed with what he heard and saw and learnt about Ballynahinch F.E. College.

The visit was timely Mr McNarry added as it coincided with the potential likelihood of universities and further education colleges moving into a re-vamped Department of Education as a result of the current Department of Education and Learning (DEL) being removed and its work re-allocated.

“I found the Ballynahinch College, bright, focused and above all providing better choices for young people in the constituency,” said the Strangford MLA.
“Two things caught my immediate attention apart from the obvious professionalism exuded by the staff.  Firstly good results were being attained in providing greater opportunities for students from deprived situations and secondly the vision statement of S.E.R.C. to be recognized by 2020 as a world class provider of further education. 

Mr McNarry concluded, “The importance of growing the Northern Ireland economy is a priority.  Ambition cannot be a sound bite falling short of excuses.  We simply cannot afford to fail.  Success itself has to be built on uplifting pupil’s numeracy and literacy levels and sound educational provisions right through from primary school in the wider scheme of vibrancy and employment opportunities which can incorporate entrepreneurial skills and expertise into all aspects of future outcomes.  

“I see the role of the further education colleges playing a crucial role in the development of raising the bar for the benefit of more people. To that end I will do all I can to influence greater opportunities for students at all levels.”  
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