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McNarry shocked by Ards school absenteeism

David McNarry MLA the Ulster Unionist education spokesman, speaking in an Assembly debate on child poverty and school attainment, has revealed the true extent of absenteeism in Ards Schools.

“I was surprised at the figures when I was researching this speech,”

said Mr McNarry.

“I had expected absenteeism from school to be high in Belfast, and indeed at nearly 180 per thousand with a school attendance below 85% it was the case. What I was not expecting was the extent of the problem in our own backyard in Ards and Strangford.”

“In Ards Council Area in my own constituency of Strangford, the level is at 138 absenteeism  per thousand with less than 85% school attendance.

Within that area there are blackspots. Ballyrainey stands at 260 per thousand, Central Ards at 215 per thousand, Comber East at 152 per thousand, Donaghadee South at 203 per thousand, Glen at 308 per thousand, Gregstown at 150 per thousand, Loughries at 173 per thousand and Millisle at 145 per thousand. These figures are worse than many parts of Belfast.”

“With a well established link between truancy and crime, this is not something we can be complacent about.  In the USA, a report compiled by the Los Angeles County Office of Education on factors contributing to juvenile delinquency concluded that chronic absenteeism is the most powerful predictor of delinquent behaviour.  Truant students are at higher risk of being drawn into behaviour involving drugs, alcohol, or violence.”
“In the United States, many police departments report that daytime crime rates are rising in part because students are committing crimes instead of going to class. They are vandalizing cars, shoplifting, and scrawling graffiti on office buildings. We must not imagine that the United States is a long way off. What happens there today, happens here tomorrow. Our kids see the same video games, the same television programmes, watch the same films.”

“So we need to look urgently at the levels of abseentism from school across the province. I will make a start by raising this as an issue of concern in the Education Committee at Stormont so that we can get an all-of-Northern-Ireland response to this problem.”
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