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McNarry calls for specific extra funding for community services provided by rural pharmacies

David McNarry, Ulster Unionist Education spokesman and deputy chairman of the Stormont Education Committee, has argued that rural pharmacies which provide community services should have a ring fenced budget specifically for those services. 

“One third of all the people in Northern Ireland live in rural communities. Rural pharmacies are, therefore, not a marginal issue. They are very much a core issue for the consideration of this Assembly. What I am suggesting is that rural pharmacies have a specific stream of funding which reflects the community support work which they undertake and which deserve to be paid for out of the public purse.” 
“I have spoken to rural pharmacies in Killyleagh, Ballygowan and other parts of my constituency. The Ballygowan Community Pharmacy in my constituency currently provides a free prescription delivery service to elderly and infirm patients in outlying country areas. Poor transport links between local areas dramatically reduce patient access to local community-based services. Many of these patients are on a care package and have no close family to support them.  They are isolated and alone.  This is typical of the kind of unfunded local service which rural pharmacies provide which have now been put in jeopardy because of broad-brush funding cuts.”
“I am asking the Health Minister to recognise these specific services and to make proper budgetary provision for them. They are essential services and not optional extras. Further to that he should ring-fence that specific funding stream and put in place measures to assess the nature of these additional local services provided by our rural and semi-rural pharmacies. 

“I am also surprised that the much talked-about “rural proofing” does not pick up on these services.  If it does not, then we need to look at rural proofing again and ask - is it fit for purpose?”
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