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McNARRY SAY’S SCHOOL MAINTENANCE BUDGET NOT SUFFICENT TO COVER NEEDS – £306M BACKLOG

Following my previous comment (26th July) responding to the Education Minister’s massive funding difficulties on spending for School Building Projects.   

It seems that School Maintenance projects will face similar problems – i.e. urgent work required, but no money to pay for it!

That’s my take after reading John O’Dowd’s reply to my question asking ‘when does the Minister expect to produce a final list of school maintenance projects?’(see attached question 20th July).

The Minister has responded stating ‘I am not in a position to provide you with a list of school maintenance projects.’  

In my opinion schools’ maintenance if not properly managed will result in property falling into serious disrepair.  Who I ask will be responsible and under what criteria will decisions be acted on.

Could it be that linked to the shortage of money crisis there will be a double whammy attack on the schools estates, with cuts preventing school capital building projects and an estimated £306 million maintenance backlog stopping maintenance work – that this situation will be used to force school closures because certain schools have been deliberately allowed to be run down into a state of unfit for purpose?

With an increasing backlog of never ending need currently sitting at £306m for maintenance and a virtual downturn in new school building work all efforts must be put in place to ensure that the school estate property portfolio does not devalue by default through falling into disrepair.
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