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Lord Empey comments on passing of Armed Forces Bill Sinn Fein and the SDLP rejected at Stormont
Ulster unionist peer Lord Empey has said :
“The Armed Forces Bill which was proposed by David McNarry MLA and which was rejected by the Assembly on a cross-community vote by joint action between the SDLP and Sinn Fein, has now passed its final stage in the House of Lords and will go to the Commons for approval before it is passed into law, a law enforceable across the entire United Kingdom. By persistent hard work we have been able to turn what was a defeat by the pan-nationalist front of Sinn Fein and the SDLP and turned it into a victory, a positive outcome for all who have served and continue to serve in the armed forces.”
“The bill which has now passed its third reading in the Lords, is a stronger bill with the Government having accepted many of our amendments. The vetoing of David McNarry’s Armed Forces and Veterans Bill was a cast iron example of what could go wrong if nothing appeared in the legislation that required the Defence Secretary to tell Parliament what different Departments and the devolved administrations were doing to help these service people and their families. This is now written into the Bill and will go a long way to ensure that republicans in Northern Ireland will not be able to veto help to the service community with impunity.” 
Lord Empey added : “After months of work, countless meetings and all the stages of the Bill, I think we have significantly added value to the annual report of the Defence Secretary. Northern Ireland Departments are specifically mentioned in the Bill which was not the original intention of the government. They had resisted this until the very last minute. However, progress has been made which I welcome, but we will have to remain vigilant for any future attempts to block progress.”



Commenting on te outcome, David McNarry MLA said : 
“This is a success for fair-play, for decency and a boost to everyone in this community who supports our armed forces. It is a testament to the tenacity of Lord Empey, the UUP peer, who has worked tirelessly to progress this bill.  He turned what was a defeat by the pan-nationalist front of Sinn Fein and the SDLP and turned it into a victory, a positive outcome for all who have served and continue to served in the armed forces.” 
 “Lord Empey has been actively involved in strengthening clause 2 of the bill which deals with the armed forces covenant. This sets out in legislation for the first time an obligation on the Secretary of State for Defence to report annually to Parliament on what special help is required for those serving personnel their families and veterans as a result of their present or past membership of the armed forces.  Clearly, with many young service personnel being killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan a great need has arisen and areas such as health, education and housing will be highlighted for special attention.” 
“Lord Empey and other Peers placed amendments to the Bill at both the Committee and Report stages to persuade the Government to accept that changes were needed to the armed forces covenant. These changes were based on the fact that the Defence Secretary does not control the fields of health education and housing as well as many other aspects of government either in Whitehall or the devolved regions. Lord Empey was anxious that over time a post code lottery could develop whereby service personnel and their families could have access to different levels of service in different parts of the UK.” 
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