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McNarry calls for repatriation of powers from EU over fishing quotas in UK waters
David McNarry MLA for Strangford, has called for the repatriation of powers over fishing quotas in UK waters from the EU to the UK Parliament.
“The Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary have begun a process of considering what powers could be repatriated from Brussels to the UK. It seems to me that one of the first powers to be repatriated is the fixing of fishing quotas in UK waters. The fishing industry in the UK has been significantly damaged by EU quotas and by the failure of British negotiators to lobby effectively for UK fishermen.”
“There are no greater conservationists than the fishermen themselves because their future living would be damaged if they did not preserve fish stocks. It is illogical and it is quite wrong to suggest that the fishing industry would deplete stocks and simply begin once more to over-fish. That is nonsense.”
“The repatriation of powers over fishing quotas in UK waters is a logical and tangible step which could help restore what is one of our most important primary economic sectors, managing one of our most important and healthiest food sources. The UK Parliament has always behaved responsibly in such matters and there is no good reason why our own national Parliament should not control one of our primary food sources.”
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