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McNarry says £300 million shortfall in education cannot be lived with 
UUP Education spokesperson and Strangford MLA David McNarry MLA has said that the £300 million of planned cuts to the education budget over the next four years is going to force unpalatable choices. 
Speaking today in the Northern Ireland Assembly on the 2nd Stage of the Budget (No.2) Bill, Mr McNarry said :
 

“The Budget the Education Minister voted for means school closures, job losses and school transport cut-backs. This Budget will stretch Education to the limit, even to breaking point. Yet Education is a priority which impacts on and underpins critical areas such as workforce qualifications and employability crucial to our whole economic strategy. People need to consider this when they vote for this level of cuts. Cuts area about impacts not just about reducing headline bills.”
 

“Surviving a £300 million shortfall over the next four years will force a great many unpalatable choices. Many people, who should know better, are adopting a can’t do attitude over revisiting these education cuts but that is precisely what we have to do otherwise we shall see four years of instability in our schools, with persistently overspent budgets being annually revised.”
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