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McNarry says Ards unemployment is fastest rising in Northern Ireland
Executive needs to do more to reverse unemployment trend
David McNarry MLA, has expressed concerns that the unemployment claimant count in Ards is the fastest rising claimant count in the province. 
“The unemployment claimant count in Ards has risen by 16.7% in the last year. That means there are 2,007 people unemployed in Ards Council area. This puts Ards Council area unemployment higher than Armagh, Banbridge, Antrim, Ballymena, Carrickfergus, Larne, Castlereagh, Coleraine, Cookstown, Dungannon, Fermanagh, Limavady, Magherafelt, Moyle, North Down, Omagh and Strabane Council areas.” 
“I am concerned that Northern Ireland has not turned the corner in reducing unemployment yet even though the rest of the UK has.  Much more needs to be done by the Executive to address this issue because behind every unemployed person there is a family. Far more people are involved in the effects of this than just the headline numbers. The human cost in this in unaceptable.”
“The Northern Ireland departments could make a start on this by looking again at their budgets and seeing if they could prioritise their spending on job creation and job protection measures.”  
ENDS
 

 

