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McNarry wants more work done on changing parental attitude to education in deprived areas
David McNarry MLA, Deputy Chairman of the Stormont Education committee, has said that changing how parents value education has to play a major role in improving educational attainment among school children in disadvantaged inner city and big estate areas.
“I asked the Education Minister what action he was taking to promote a greater understanding of the value of education among families and communities, and in particular, families from deprived areas.  
“The Minister told me that the Department of Education was funding the Extended Schools and Full Service programmes which aim to tackle underachievement and raise standards by fostering a culture where education is valued and schools work in partnership with parents and communities to encourage and support children to realise their full potential. The Minister also told me that the Department of Education had widened the eligibility criteria for inclusion on the free school meals programme and the free uniform programme.” 
“I welcome the fact that the Department is focusing on these important aspects of changing parental attitudes to education because education is the only way that children from deprived areas – and this includes the big towns like Newtownards around Belfast and not just Belfast itself – can rise above their background and get on in the world.”
“I would like even more work done on this because I believe it lies at the heart of the problem. Schools also have to compete with the prevailing youth culture which is dumbing down pupils and which is undermining the work of schools.”
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Notes for Editors
Mr McNarry asked the Minister of Education what action he is taking to promote a greater understanding of the value of education among families and communities, and in partcular, families from deprived areas.  (AQW 187/11-15) 
Mr O'Dowd: The value of education to individuals, their families and communities and to the development of our economy can not be over-emphasised. I will actively reinforce and promote the value of education in my role as Minister and I hope that others in leadership positions will do the same. 
International research shows that top performing education systems serve societies that place a high value on education; research also shows the powerful influence parents can have on their child’s achievement. That is why both the school improvement policy and the new literacy and numeracy strategy promote high expectations for all our young people, along with effective engagement between schools, families and communities, especially those from the most deprived backgrounds. 
With particular emphasis on deprived areas, the Department is continuing to fund the Extended Schools and Full Service programmes which aim to tackle underachievement and raise standards by fostering a culture where education is valued and schools work in partnership with parents and communities to encourage and support children to realise their full potential. 
The Department also has a number of other provisions available to support learning and ensure that all children have an equal opportunity to fulfil their potential. These include the provision of free school meals and the clothing allowance scheme (school uniform grant). Free school meals are provided to ensure pupils of non‑working and low income families have access to a nutritionally balanced meal suitable as the main meal of the day whilst the clothing scheme provides these families with assistance towards the cost of school uniforms and clothing for physical education. My predecessor extended the clothing scheme to primary schools in 2009, the first time that such a measure had been taken here. In addition, the eligibility criteria for these provisions were extended last year to ensure that more children will be able to avail of them. 
