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________________________________________________________ 


Comment on the IEF proposals for a Commission


I welcome the opening of a Province-wide conversation about the future of our education system which is long overdue.


While I do not dismiss the IEF’s idea of a commission, I have concerns that the Department of Education would use the opportunity presented by such a commission to fudge this issue, waste time and avoid the urgent action which needs to be taken in education. 


The Assembly was elected to take decisions and it must not be seen to avoid the decisions it was elected to take by appointing a commission to do its job for it. We need to tackle the problems in education in the elected Assembly and to so without delay.


I would suggest that rather than have a Public Commission, which would run the risk of becoming yet another expensive public enquiry, the IEF should instead set up its own commission, in alliance with the many other interest groups who support them, to drive their strongly held ideas forward. They certainly have the capability to do this. It also has to be recognised that, while they are acting in good faith, they also have a particular interest in the outcome of this process.





