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English example of speedy justice for rioters is worth following here says McNarry – we should send out a strong message now


Strangford MLA David McNarry is calling on the Justice Minister David Ford to have the Courts and Justice system in Northern Ireland follow the response to rioting taken by their counterparts in England.


Mr McNarry added. “The Prime Minister has outlined action to be taken against rioters, thugs and organised criminals.  David Ford would do well to implement similar action here in Northern Ireland.”


“Here the message must mirror what took place in England, speedy arrests followed by quick Court appearances,  A message which resonates and strikes fear into those we call ‘engaged in recreational rioting and casual violence’.  A lesson needs to be learnt by our judiciary with all night Court sittings dealing speedily with rioters. This should be followed here by David Ford.”


“Of course we would be better off without riots, stand offs, but until that happens the softly, softly approach offers no remedies.”


“A blueprint has been set out by Cameron.  Examples of arrests quickly and in large numbers demonstrates what a police force can do, and the back-up of the Courts to put through the Justice system by sitting all night as necessary, should be adopted in principle and placed ready to put into practice by David Ford.”


“The English example in dealing with rioters defines for our Justice Department that public order issues can be dealt with as acts of criminality and our message has to be that is how things will be done here in the future.”
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