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McNarry says Board closure of schools ahead of viability audit and education commission report is outrageous


David McNarry MLA has called on the Belfast Telegraph to back a campaign that no school should be closed until the full process of audits and commissions reporting back set out IN Education Minister John O’Dowd’s newly announced schools estate reforms, is completed. 


His comments come on the back of news that a primary school in his Strangford constituency – Ballykeigle Primary School near Ballygowan -  has been told by the SEELB that it is to close.


“I am calling on the Minister to stop all school closures until the full and proper process he outlined in his statement on the future of the province’s schools on Monday is complete. This includes his viability audit and the reporting back of his commission on the future strategic shape of education in the province. Unless this happens, the Minister will end up in court every week.” 


“I believe the Minister is being quite economical with the truth and is allowing Boards to tell schools that they are for the chop. Clearly, Boards have a hit-list of schools they are earmarking for closure and they are working their way through this list with the tacit support of the Minister. This is an outrageous state of affairs.”
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